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On Aug. 27, President Reagan plans to meet in Los Angeles with contra leaders, including military
commander Enrique Bermudez. (Bermudez, former Somocista National Guard officer, has held
the military command post since the ouster of the Somoza family in 1979.) When the meeting was
announced last week, White House press secretary Marlin Fitzwater said it was intended to discuss
the pending Central American peace proposal but also was meant as a political signal to those
concerned about the fate of the contras. He said, "Make no mistake about it," he said then. "We
want to demonstrate to the conservative leaders and to the (contra) directorate and to the nation
that the president will not desert the contras." According to the WASHINGTON POST, on August
24, however, some administration conservatives were grumbling that the meeting will be held too
late in the day to receive much attention from the television networks. Network correspondents
also complained to Fitzwater that the briefing given by the contra leaders, which is not scheduled to
begin until 5:30 p.m. EDT, might conclude too late to be included on that day's evening newscasts.
Fitzwater denied that this was an attempt to play down the meeting. He said the scheduling
reflected logistical problems.
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